Dear North Carolina Free Will Baptists,
From your NC Free Will Baptist Association Executive Board, we trust that you are preparing to
attend and diligently praying for the North Carolina Association of Free Will Baptists annual convention
in June at the Embassy Suites in Greensboro. This year’s event is jam-packed with worship services,
ministry seminars, and much more. Please go online at www.ncfwb.org to register for the event if you
have not already done so.
I am writing this morning in regards to the Bible Book Store in Durham. Some have been made
aware that after fifty years of operation, the store will be soon closing. This information is correct. In
cooperation with the request of the Bible Book Store Board, we have kept this information confidential
till now.
Please note that the Executive Board offered no input concerning the decision to close the Bible
Book Store or for it to remain open. We were tasked by the delegates of last year’s state meeting to
work with the Book Store Board to develop a financial feasibility plan for the ongoing work of the store.
That meeting never materialized, but since last year’s state meeting other developments have come to
light which shed a different light on the current situation.
Our Executive Board received a copy of the Bible Book Store’s 1975 Articles of Incorporation,
and we noticed that in those documents there was no mention of a relationship to the North Carolina
Association. Seeing this, we secured the services of Attorney Dr. David Gibbs, III to review the
documents and give his legal opinion. On September 22, 2015, the Executive Board, the Bible Book Store
Board, and Dr. Gibbs held a meeting together where it was determined that the store’s Articles of
Incorporation did not properly place the Bible Book Store under the direction and control of the North
Carolina Association. Essentially, this means legally the store is a ministry independent of our state
association and has been since the incorporation was filed in 1975. However, no one was aware of this
till the documents were reviewed. In light of this new information, our Executive Board has been
advised by Dr. Gibbs to adopt all reports given by the Book Store and its board at the upcoming state
meeting as information only until such time as the store’s Articles of Incorporation are rewritten to bring
it under the authority of the state association.
Just after Christmas, store manager Paul Perreault informed the Book Store Board that he
would be resigning his position to pursue God’s calling into the ministry. The Executive Board became
aware of Brother Paul’s decision in January. Again, the Executive Board played no role in his decision.
Brother Paul has a passion for ministry and believes wholeheartedly that this is God’s will for him and his
family. In cooperation with the request of Brother Perreault, we have kept this information confidential
as well.
At the March 2016 All-Boards Meeting, the Book Store Board advised us of their decision to
close the store. Citing the financial challenges facing the store and the loss of the current long-time
manager, they believed the best decision was not to move forward with reincorporation but instead
proceed with a plan to cease operations of the store by June 30, 2016. I am confident that the men of
the Book Store Board prayed diligently in seeking God’s guidance, and I can assure you that your state
Executive Board stands ready to assist all of our Free Will Baptists affected by the decision.
You may have questions that this short letter does not address. Please be looking in your
mailbox. Each church/pastor will soon be receiving a packet of information containing Dr. Gibbs legal

opinion, a letter from the Bible Book Store Board chairman, a letter from Randall House regarding future
curriculum ordering, and a letter from our state Promotional Director. Our hope is that this information
will clarify the situation better than I can address it here.
If you have questions concerning the decision to close the Bible Book Store in Durham, I
encourage you to contact Book Store Board chairman, Brother Henry Potter. If you have other
questions, you may feel free to contact me directly. I will do all I can to answer your questions to the
best of my ability. Be assured that as your Executive Board, we are doing all we can to assist those of our
state as we move forward with this transition.
Rev. Sonny D. Thomas, Sr.
Calvary Free Will Baptist Church
Glendale Springs, NC
Moderator/Executive Board Chairman
North Carolina Association of Free Will Baptists

